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HGGS, Shirley Ann, Ed.D. 
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Tht purpose of the Invistlgation was to eJCplOTG a mature 
reader's us € of consciously imployed strategies that may- fa- 
ciritate cornpcihengion. Of speciric interest wias' the illustfa'' 
tionoi the integrated ust of standard procedures to clarify 
1) the effect of rgajJir knowledge and a period of practician 
coniprehensionj 2) the quantity ajid quality of strategy shift 
that knowledge and pr act fee of strategy niay influence, and 
■ 3) the deterinination of productive strategies /for ^ specific 
readtrr ' . / 

The method used in the investigation emerged fToni inter- ^ 
action with and observation o| the population in instructional 
settings and as a result of eKaminatiDn of reading con^prehen- 
sion process literature.' The length and number of TOrk ses- 
sioTis as well^ae appropriate interest and^diff iculty leveli of 
tHe reading rnaierlals used were detern/ined primarily through 
pre-investigation mteraction and observation. Inforrnation' 
■gained through interaction and" observation also prompted" b " 
searfcli of the riteratiire for viable alternative diagnostic and 
instmctional procedures. Tfit search yielded several proce^ 
^ d^res \vhtch were used inforsnally with interested students to 
daterrmine useabiUty. TMs the basis for designing the method 
employed in the investigatlbn'was establisho 
/ The subject of the investigation v^^s selected from thg popu- 
/lation of two hundred forty=siK special^f resHmen students an- 
/ rolled in a prograrn at a major western "Penhsylvania univer- 
sity designed to offer intensive a?,adennic counseling aBd 
speciailly designed courses to insqre student sacc-esg no matter 
what the academic background. On the basis of score palterns 
earned on Form A of the Carver-Darby Chunked aeadlng Test, 
More Able and Less Able readers were identifiecL From the 
^ pool of each of the above mehtioneti typo readers, four of ench 
type were selected and assigned, Rrom the eight case studies 
one iUustratLve case study was presented' in^etail to demon- 
sfcrato the use of the various procedures, 

Th© subject partjcipated in three investigator- directed ses- 
^ aiona and engaged in two weeks of independent silent reading. 
Puri'ng the sessions he produced miscue analysis, cloze, intro- 
spection and relrospection (lata which were anal^yEed'for evi*- 
' dence of stratepea and strategy use as a reflection of the func- 
tioning of the reading eoniprehengion process. Form B of the 
. Carver-Darby E'ending Test was aflrninistered at the end of 
'the independent sileint reading period, 

A descripEion and analysis of the data produced through in- 
tegraticm muI syntiliesia of. miscue analysis, cloze, introspect 
tion and retrospection procedures formed the basis for generat- 
ing speciilations assoeiated with clinical diagnosis of a. reader's 
comprehension strategies. ] ' 

It can be eoncliided from the investigation thal^ 1 , Using the 
clinical procedares outlined, the subject was diagnoBcd as using 
the strategies of testing, predicting^ seeking aiid relating infor- 
mation, analyzing words, responding autonmtically and adjustifig 
i*ato. 2. The various single tecfmiques within the procedufe ap- 
peared to have^less/diaicnostifT value thai! the total procedure or . 
special cornbinallcms of two or three 'techniques* For exaniple, 
data gatheried using tha traditional cloze technique proved use- ^ 
ful fo^ estimating the de^gree of comprehension gained, Hov/- 
ever, v/ith the addition' of introspection data^ a ne^v difnoniion 
(knowletdge of specific strategies used to compreheiid) %vas 
added. 3^ Strategy shifts. appeared to occur with knowledge of 
strat^epes and deliberate practice of those strategies. C Con?- 
prehenskon appeared to cHange as a result of knowledge ajid 
practice of strategies. Analysis of introspect ion ^d|i a indi- 
cated that knowledge and practice of available strategiea had 
"immediate'positive impact on coniprehenslon. 



VOCABULARY ACQIJISITION M THE TWO- YE AR COLLEGE: 
A COMPARISON OF CONTEXTUAL AND ACOOTEXTtJAL 
INSTRUCTIONAL APPROACHES Order No, 7801216 . 

SHOWN, Robtrt Charles^ Ed J) . Oklahoma Statt University. ' 
1978. I55pp.^ , ' . ' 

^Scopi ot Study: ^ FoeusLng upon the comparison of contextual 
and acontextual instructional upproachei of teaching vocalJulary 
" to adult students^, this study hypothesizes that there is no Sita- ■ 
tistlcally- significant difference between the languaga^acquisl-- 
tion change scores of adult students ^vhen new words aJe intro- 
duced organically and develop can textual relationships ivr when 
they are introduced inorganically and develop no corLtaxtual re- 
4 lationships. For esperiniental analysis, the change scores are' 
grouped for coniparison by sex, age^ and gen eralv ability leveig. > 
This study is limited to adult students enrolled in English Com^ ' 
positioa I classes in an urban two-year college. These stu-^ 
dents were divided into three groups; two groups were taught 
a sampling core of words by using dLfferent method^, while a 
.third group received no instruction In vocabulary. T^he same / 
■pre- and posttest measurements were administered to^i^ll / 
groups; then ap. analysis of variairce Avas used to deternune j,{ 
. the\mou4it of change present in the scores, of^ and among each 
group. 

Findings and CQnelusions: Statistical analysis of the experi- 
mental data produced in the study revealed' that there was great 

-: statistically- significant difference tetween the language-acqui- 
sition change scores ©f adults taught by the two different meth- 
ods, Those taught new words directly through inorgunic meth- 
ods denionstrated greater change In pre" and posttest nieasures^ 
Analybla alsqr^v^aled that female adults dernoiistrated greater 

^ vocabulary aigulsition than male students and that those stu- 
dents classifiM as average and hlp;h in. general mental ability 
demonstrated Weater gEun than those of lower ability. There 
was no stat'istitaliy-sigiiificant tdiffere in the change scores 
of students whJn conipared on tile tjasis of age. These fliidings 
allowed the/ej^^erlmenter to reject Ihree of his four hypotheses 
and to cofi€:lude that adult s^tudents can increase their recapii- 
tioh vocabularies through the direct study of iastructQr -pre- 
pared worcllists which liave esseritially^no relatiORsi^ to the 
remainder of the class work. ' 

Jivferences that have possible appllcatton to future research 
ar6t''"^(l) A population niore representative of the tTO-year col- 
lege would contain significantly greater percentages of Black 
and other minority representation. (2) In several cases, the 

\ sampling Cil VQcabulary words Intr^pduced for study migiit in^ 
elude words nioi'e immediately applicable to the average adult. 
(3) While the experimenter chose two methods of vocabulary 
instructiori with rather broad bases auid inherent in several ^ 
populat' methods of stuiiulating vocabulary acquisition, per- 

' haps other studies utilizing dUferent njethods might provide 
more comprehensive comparLSon data, (4) There ia a posslbil- ^ 
ity that with the Bame e^cperimenter directing vocabulary study 
In both groups, some degree of instructor biaia is opera tiv^e 
the results obtained through the experirnent. 



AK. INVESTIGATION OF TWO METHODS OF TEACHING ' 
nEADmO AND STUDY SKILLS TO SPECIALLY ADMlT^ 
TfD FmST^ YEAR COLLEGE STUDENTS ^ 

• ' ' Order No. ^730780 

BUTTON, Jay Nierle, Ed,P. ^Syracuse UnlvGrsity. 1977. I68pp, 

This study mvestigatgd the effects of two methotr^ of teacli= 
ing^riEdinii and study skills to specmlly admitted rirFr=yt^7- 
cNilIc^ge stiKk'.uls, Cffc'fUs oil student reading nchicvenient, 
their nchitfveiivgni in. an iyti'odiiclniy psychnlogj' courspi their 
oitjfudo toyvnrd vvudh)^ nnd tliuir ^-k6& point averni^u were 
studii-fl. The two mtHhiKU wcro^ tlic Aff actively Orientrd ^Tethod 
(AON!) wlurti was a counsollhg arientod. stlid^t-cente^ed ap- 
proach niu! liic/ Cnghitix'ely Ortentud ISlethod.(&OM) %yhich was 
G traditional, joac'lii/r-donii nutted approach. Both approaches 
included similar f^tratt^i^ios for hiApim students bectoo more 
cUeciivt^ with rending and studying;. This study also staught to 
gonernte descriptive niaierials about the iti^ 
^ COM) and to iiresciit iiifornraiinn describing tlie organizational', 
ajip roach u.qed. , ^ \ 

The followip-hjpoihOHes were posit ec^: Hu Tre^tment^^roup^ 
meaii scares will not be differojlt Jroni the control uroup on 
rcadinti ai^hioveniem- H;,; trenin^uni group mean scoreg Will 
not he different from tire control j^rouj) on achievement in psy- 
chology- Ua; Treatmont tp'ovip mean scores will not he dijfferont 
from t)he control trrbup on att<tud*^ toward roadintr! H4i.Treat= 
n^ent tiroup j^racfc point averagos will not be different from the - 
control group^ ' * 

Forty-tNvo Office Of Special Programs stticlents who vglunl^ 
teerod to parOcipato hi a gix-weok suninier proi^rani were thq ^ 
subjects of thi«i study. These 42 students wore randomly. as = 
sipied to two expe.rimentar ttroups and one contXQl group. The 
M'eadingand study niethods (AOM and COM) .w^e^^^ivered to 
the exnerimental sti'depts within the contoxf nf\A thi\pp c^^ddit 
hour course, ,eaeh taught by the ihstruotor who S^^^llbped.tlie 
inethod. The control group students did not l©ko-^^^eading and ■ 
stijdy skills course. Instead, tliey enrolled iiv soiue^'bther tlirgej 
credit hour course. All students took the same introductory 
pBycholo^ cpurse. at the same time, from the, same professor. 
The psychologj^ class met first mch dny^nd was followed Uy the 
rending and ^study skills class for the expirimental studentE. 
The control iiroup students may'have attended their second / 
class either before or after the psychology class. Each class . ^ 
required six and one-quarter hours of weekly contact .with the., 
instructor. ' ■ 

A factorial A_NOVA (repeated measures) was used to test - 
the first three h>i)otheses. A comparison of gcoresMiidicated' 
no significant differences among groups on any of the variables 
investigated, thus failing to rejeqt each ofthe null hypotheses? 
1. 2 and 3, ■ " 

ATactdrial ANOVA was used to test the fourth hypothesis. 
Cojnparison of scores indicated no si^ificant difference among 
groups^ thus failing-tp reject the*null hypothesis, 

Hyijothesis two dealt mih achievemeiit in arr introductory 
psycholofiy course. ^ It was found that the three groutffi, when 
considered together, niade significant improvements from pre' 
to.posttesting. . ^ 

It was discovered t'hat it \'fas difficialt to locate detailed de-( 
scriptions of treatment procedures within the literature. It 
was'aot an easy matter to provide the details'of tJio treatments 
within this study. The nrgani^.ational approach to this study 
resulted In effective deploynient of staff and facilities. In large 
partj this was possible because of prior coDperalive success- 
ful endeavors of the parties involved. ' 

It>was concluded that the effects of the affectively and cog- 
nitlvely oriented methods were about the same as one another 
and no metflod when scbres related to reading achiivtment* 
achievement in psycliolq^^, attitude toward reading and grade 



A STUDX OF THE EFFECTS OF A CURRICULUM -CEK-: 
TERED COLLEGE' RIADING COURSE AND AN AFFEC- 
TIVELY ORIENTED CURRICULITM^CENTSRED COURifi ON 
BEADING ACHJEYEMENT AND ATTITUDE TOWARD RIAD- 
ING 'I Order No. 7806160 



GRiFFlK, Edward Joseph, Ed.D. Hofstra Uni%'ersUy, 1877. ■ 
124pp. 

There were two major purposes in tins study. The firsts 
was to examine the eflects of college freshnien's verbaUzed 
attitudes toward reading on reading achievenieiit: the second, 

.was to compare bie effects of-tv,?o similar curriculum -centered 
mstructional approaches on reading aehievem^ent and verhalized 
aSitude toward reading! The eKperlrtiental cuirriculijm -centered 
abroach differed from the control group approach in that it 
filized an affective treatm^t^ Consisting of multiple teacher- 

Altiated individual student chn/ActB disiffned to present the 

^instinjctor as a genuine, carin^.and erapathie person. To this 
limited estenti the experinienlSjitreatniejit reflected the think - 

.ing of Carl ^Rogers as to the ktii^ of teacher-student relation- / 
ship that best facilitated learnings / 
The sample consisted of four intact clasB sections of Read- 
ing 100 (N^eS), assigned to the investigator as part of his faU, 
1076 teaching schedule at Nassau Qomniunity College. All of 
these students had scored between the lOth and 20th porcenme 
on the reading section of tlie college placement test and had 
regiafered for Reading 100 after having been strongly counseled 

' to do so. . .. 

Ttefour^ intact class sections were randomly assigned to 
tlio e^rimental and the control treatment groups and then 
pretested in verballied attitude toward reading (Estes Attitude 
Scale) anB reading achievement (iDiagnqstic Reading Test: 
Surve^ Sictlorii Upper Levels Form A) in order to determine, 
growp equivalency. The experimental and control treatment 
groups were again .tested at senieater*s end in order to deter- 
mihe mean group differences in attUpde toward reading and ^ 
reading achievement. Both groups were also posttested to de- 
term In© mean group differerices in final class grade and stu- 
dent'perception of tJie instructor's affectiv'e approach (Rela- 
iionship Inventory). 

Eleven null hypotheses were established to implement tlie 
lUirposes of the Investigation, All hypotheses were analyzed. 
Mirough the use of a two group, eKperinieT.tal-cDntrol group 
design which utilized a t-test of the significance of the differ- 
ence between means. Rejection of the null hypotheses required 
a mean difference with a level of significance of .05 or better. 

Analysis Of the data generated by this Investigation resulted 
in Uie following findings: 1. The experimental and control 
groups did not'differ significantly In either verbalized attlhide 
toward reading or reading achievement as measured by the 
Estes Attitude icalo and the Diagnostic Reading Test, 2, The 

^ experimental treatment grqup perceived the Instructor to be ^ 
significantly more affictlve in his Instructional approach than 
did the control tfeatment group. 3. There were no sipiflcant 
dlfferenceG between the experimental treatiiient group and the 

^control treatment group In either verbalized attitudo toward 
reading or reading achievement as measured by the Estes At- 

" titude Scale and the^ Diagnostic Rea^dlng Test: ^Survey iection. 
Form B, given as posttest. 4. Wlien treatment was dlsre- 
garded, however, students scoring ih tlie top 25 percent on,tha 
Estes Attitude Scalei gLven as postteati scored significantiy 
higher in reading achievement .and final class grade than stu- 

. dents scordlng in the bottom 25 percent, 5. When treatment 
was dlsre^rded, students scoring in the top 25 percent on the 
Relationship Inventory, given as pasttestj did not score signifi- 
cantly higher In reading achievement or final class grade, than 
students scordlng In the bottom 25 percent. They did, however, 
score significantly higher in verbalized attitude toward readings 



point average were considered. 
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The foUowinfcdnciusiOns follow from the findings of this 
inveitigationi I. An affectively orlfnted curriculuna-centirid 
lastructional reEdth#4^roai£h, based to a llnilUd degree on 
Ragerian principVe^f effective inter -personal relitlonshlps^ 
was not significantly^ oca effective In producinf positive at- ■ 
titude toward readin j^|pd higher, roading achieveniesit than a 
iimilar currlculun3-Centered*YnBtructiq^ approach ^^iihout 
the affective inp\Jt 2, Whin triatment was diiregardedj atti- 
tude toward rea^dlng appeared to be positively rrelated to 
achievement in readings 3. Wheni treatment was disre^rded, 
student perception or%e Instructor's affectiyeness appeared 
to be significantly related only to attitude toward rgadin^. Ho'^^ 
students percelvdd their instructor In terms of his geriuinteniSSp 
caring, and empathy did not appear lo sipiiflcantly affect per- 
f^ii*manc© In reading, 



SEhF^PEllCEiyED RE*ADINC3 STATUS 0P\ ENTERING 
COLLEGE FRESHRira, CEN'TRAL COLLEGE, PELLA, 

■ - ' . i ■ ■ 

HUlZERj Joyce Baarda, Kd.D^^ , 

Drake UnivBrgity, 1977 ' ^- . 

'Adviser: Dr, PautBlakely: i " 

A mrvey of current literature indicated cle'arly that there 
was a nationwide decline reading achievenient lavelg for en- 
tering college freshnien. It was considered appropriate to cori = 
duct a study dontributing to better understanding, of college 
readinrf impi^oyenient prp^^farns. The aspect of such Isrogranis 
chosen for 'study wrb the selection and niotiva^iOn of students 
entorini^ tlit3m,- % , 

The qu est jtm ^The question investigated in this study was: 
'Is the enterinfi\C^ntral College freshman's self-perceplion of 
his/her status >n^ reading abilities and needs valid as relkted to 
a standardized meHSurement of reading perfornianee? 

' Procedure. Data coijection included information froni the ^ 
Ameri^a?rCQ liege Test^(ACT) , the N el s o n zPtP ny Re ad i n g_ Test, 
■ and a nnn-standardized. Survey of Readinr^ Skills (SRS). The 
..subjects were divided into t^vo groups for comparative purposes. 
The Self -Referral Group consisted of subjects who had re- 
sponded positively to the ACT Statement 21 , '^I nee_d help in 
reading speed and comprehension/" The Non Self-Referral 
Group had resijonded negatively to t|ie above statement. Matched 
pairs were sectioned into subgroups according to self -rating 
ranges on the SItS. A two-way analysis of variances^ %vith the 
Nelson-Denny H eadin g Tes t scores serving as the dependent • 
variable, was selected as tlie niost appropriate sthtistical 
niodel for the data. 

Findings. The findings Jnclude: 1) There was^a significant 
difft7rmjce betweUn Nel^soji- Denny composite raw scores for the 
Self ^Referral Group and the bJon Self -Referral Group. 2) There 
was a statistically significant difference in mean Nelson -Denny 
Readinf; Test ficores for gtudenls who self-rafe at the *Miigh/ 
'^middle/" nncl 'Tuw^' ranges on the Survey ajf Heading Skills. 
3) Considc riu!^ iim Nelfe^onjDonnv conipooi te raw scDres, ' tlisr e 
was not a stiUiKtically sirinificant i nteiat:tinn batv/een tht5 Amcir = 
ican CplIeLjf^jrrfit Self -liefer: Non Self -Re fur and the vBRpomos 
iMi the H-jrvc>" of Rending Skills, i . 

CnnchiHinns. The conclusions fipm the study fni low: I) SUl- 
duiitd wiicTdid nc)t' salf=rt)f^r'fi>^ help on ihn Siudcnt Profile? 
Soci Ion of diG Allien en n^^dje^^r" HI scored ei!;nifi cafilly 
hh^rt*r on (ho >^jlfe^onjDcmnJi<Md^^ the yelf =reffir- 

rn'lH. '?,) '[ hi) iu-fiup whicii^fHr^-riifil-u-d im the SHS- nrt^ruii 



di;;nific"antly hl-hcjr on the NrjHon=;De9nv Jioa^^ \ 
thual- who ^clf=ranked in thft "niiddle" and tho "low^- rmm^ 
the SRs! rhi? group which sQlf -i-anki^d ut the^mlddlR" level of 
the SRS scored. sigmficantly highor cm the Nelgo n=Dgnny Itead ^ , 
in| Teat -than the croup which i^oU-scored 'Tow'* o^ttie §RS, 
3f"Hoth''th© ACT Self-KeferraLGruup and the ACf' Non Self = . 
Refcjrrai aroup scorud from."Uow" to 'Mugh" ranjros on the^Sur = ,^ 
vey of fteading Skills and on ihd N£iy£MirDennv_^e^ 
Therefore, it was not concluded that aU students who say, "Yes. 
1 need help in reading speid and eomprehension/' will achieve 
at low levels on^a standardised reading achlevement.test or on 
a non-standardized self =evVluative instrument, . ^ ' ' 

Beeornmendatiuns . RecoinmeAdations resulting from the 
ytudy 'arer 1) Corroborative inVestiicationa involving the valid- 
ity of Ameriean College Test. Student Profile Seetipn.data are 
neededT'i) Furthe^ validation of t^e-Survey of .Reading Skills 
appears.approtriate, 3) In theaurvey of literj^tufe, ^e investi- 
gator found documented evidence that reading scores of enter = 
ing college students have declined in recent years, , However , 
studies which assess the specific riading needs of college 
freshmen are lacking. '4) Since the Investigator found data In 
the literature which challenge the effectiveness of the reading 
lab on the college campus, other methods for teachinp reading 
skills at the college level need to be. researched. 5) Although 
,the study has shown a high'degrerof validity In students' self= 
referral on the ACT, there are nevertheless some students 
having low reading achievement scores.who do not self-refer 
on the ACT, The reasons for this phenomenon warrant ex- 
ploration. ' ' Order No, 77-28315, 10^ pages. 



EFFiCTS OF WORD KNOWLEDGE AND SYNTAX ON THE 

reaSing comprehension of high risk university 

FRE^IMEN ' 1^ ' Order Ko. 7804278 

KOWALj Patricia D,, Ph.D,* Southern nilnota University at 
Carbondaie, 1977, 95pp, ChairmaJi: Dr* Margaret Hill 

. . \ 

This stiidy vvas disigned to test the following hypotheses^ 

1, Students instructed In difficult vocabulary contained in a 
standardised test pf reading comprehension will perforni alg- 
nificantly better In reading comprehension than students not 
receiving that Instruction. 3.»Tliere will be a positive corre- 
lation between scores on a test df^English synt'axand scores 
on a ptandarcllzed test of reading apmprehension. 

One hundred fifty-three high risk university freshmen , en- 
rolled In University 101, spring semester^ 1976 weM included 
in the study, ^ ^ t ' j 

AU students took Parts 1 and 3 o£ the McGraw-Huj Basic 
ikllls gyetem p Reading Test , Form S; a vocabulary pre-test 
testing^ svords identified as ninth grade or higher according to 
the Thorndlke-Lorge frequency count which appeared on the 
alternate form of the McGraw-Hill test* and a syntax test 
similar in format to^ the Test of E-njgtjjJl^g ^ Foreign Language . 
Studehts in the experimental group (N^lOO) then received in ^ 
structlon \t\ the words dn the vocabulary pre-test while students 
in the control group (N=53) received Instruction In skills not 
related to reading (writing and library research), 
^ Following completion of the instructional periodj all, students 
were adniinistered the vocabulary post -test covering the same 
words as the pre-test and the McGrawjHilljasrc Skills System , 
Reading Test , gpjim^ ^ 

The testing program was analyzed with the following results; 
\. Students In the experimental group scored sipiificantly 
higher on the vocabulary post -test than did the control group, 

2. There was no difference between the experimental and con- 
trol groups; on the reading comprehension post-test 3, There 
was no significant difference between pre- andgost-test gains 
In vocabulary and pre- and post -test gains on the reading com- 
prehension sub-tests. 4. There was nb significant correlation 
between reading comprehinslon scores and scores on |he test 
of English syntax/ . * \ 
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conalnictions appeared on 2 e^^^nf' ''"''".^^^^"^^^^^ 



A SURVEY OF NEW JERSEY STATE. COLLIG E i^fE^DlNG 
PRCORAMS AND RESULTING RECOMMENDATTONS 

Order NtM 7732777 



Uon, 1977. liSpp, Major 



Boston University .School of E^uca- 
Professor: Thomas E, Ciiiiiton, Jr. 



t Purpose 

The purpose of this invesligatiori was to develop rt'^iom- 
mtndations reflecting the beliefs and preferences of reading 
personnel in conjunction with the literature in the tUih' in rela- 
tion to ielected aspects of college reading progranu-. The' 
areas considered were stud'ent.selecticn- volihtni-y, adv^spd . 
or mandatory participatidn; academic credit; gradinft £ vstonisf 
evaluation of student performance; major objective^.; ninjor 
components; and suggested afeas for iinprovemeijt ut iiu- .read- 
ing prograni, ' , , - . ^ 



Procedure ' ' 

The investigator conducted an interview at eacii of the eight 
colleges comprising the^ State College System of Ncv/ Jtrj^cy. 
. The participant at each institution was questioned iu ternis/of 
the current status, the ideal situation, and the rationalD for the 
ideal situation for each of the areas being investiyHted. The - 
findings of these interviews, aa.weiras tlie pertinent litpi'^.ture, 
ware utilized to offer reconmiendations for the propranimHtic 
aspects included in the survey, 

, " Results and Conclusions 

The range of responses to the interview varied gcrortliiig 
to the areas of concern. There did not appear to be an aware- 
ness of other progranis concerning the areas of inve.stifraUGn: 
there was also no indication of an awareness of the ldt>alL^';nd ' 
goala of other institutions in relation to these areaa^ The In- 
vestigator recommends that a standing channel of cojumLinicn- 
tion be developed to foster awareness between the involved 
pirsonnel at the State Colleges of New Jersey. 

Recommendations were based on the stated preferenc^'B of 
the polled faculty in concert wlih tlie relevant literature in the 
field. Prop-ammatic decisions were made within the contex* 
of compatibility of individual segments. with each other and with 
the total program. 

The reseaxcher rlcommends that student selection be made 
according to a combination of SAT scores^ additional testing, 
and eelf-referral; the prop-am be mandatory for those students 
scoring below a pre-determined level; academic credit 
Planted to students successfully cqmpleting the program; the 
program be graded on a pass/fall basis; student performance ' 
be evaluated according to individual^growth as determined by 
teacher evaluation supplemented by examination; the major 
prop-am objectives be improvement o^f reading and study skills 
and iiiiprovenient of academic performance; the major com^ 
ponents be improvement of comprehension and study skills;.., 
and that further individualization and greater incorporation of 
academic are.ri materials bk the primary areas for iniprovdyi» 
ment. ; >y • , 



EKLC 



a 



A COMPAriATIVE STUDY OF THE EFFECTS OF THE USB 
OR NON-.USE OF, SUSTAINED SILENT READING ON READ- 
ING SKILL PROFlClErjfCY AND SELF^CQNCEPTS OF * 
COLLEGE STUDENTS ENGAGED IN A TRADITION'AL 
DiAGNOSTia PRESCRIPTIVE PROGRAM Order No. 780292'F 

PAEDY, S,Sp.So Sister Mary, Ph.D. University of Southern 
Mississippi, 1977. 131pp, ' \ " , 

' . ^ ■ ^- ■ 

Purpose pf the Study 

The purpose of the study was to determine the effects of 
Sustained Silent Reading (SSR) on the reading -study Skills — 
habits of college students as a facet of a- diagnostic and pre- 
scriptive reading skill development course, ipecifle purE^oseg 
werer (a) to determine if students asing the daily SSR showed 
a iignificantly different pattern in the specific skilLareae of 
comprehension, vocabulary development, and reading rate than^ 
students not using SSR as a prantice technique; (b) to deter- 
mine if the Btudents in the high, mediumi and 16w achiever 
categories who engage in SSR Ecored differently than do high, 
nnediumj and low studente not in SSR; (c) to determine if col- 
lege students' self -concepts in several areas related to school 
stu^, and self differed after exposure and non-OKposure to the 
SSR^ractice condition, " * 

Methods ' * ^ " 

Fifty =fo^^ college 'students enrdllert in the Universl^ of 
Souihern Nmfeissippi's Fall Quarter Reading Improvement 
Program (CIF 334) were administered the California Reading 
Test (CRT) and the Nelson -Denny Reading Test (NDRT) (pre- 
and posttests) and the Semantic Differential Self Concept In- 

. ventory (SDSCl). The three sections of students were divided 
into control and treatment groups, A. probability level of ^05 
AS-as required for establishing statistical significance of the 

. hypotheses. 

Hi, 'evaluating differences in control and SSR groups, was 
tested usingB t_ttat analysis on the^generated series of reading 
ikills in the form of their related Subhypotheses, For Hj, a t 
test of significance tiet^veen the group means of* each subtest^ 
of total scores (CRT and NDRT) was coniputed f6r each treat- 
ment and control erouDijic (hlch. medium, and low achievers)/ 
An ancilliary investigation was conducted to determine relative 
-gain of both groups taken as a whole over a quarter of instruc- 
tion and, also, to determine if no^gain might perhaps be mask- 
ing treatment effect. To test H^, each of the eight subcategories 
of eelf -concept as measured by the SDSGI was correlated and 
the correlation conlpared between treatment and control groups, 
NSSR and SSR group means t_tests determined if differences 
in nttitudes exiited. 



Results ^ = . , 

(a) No'Significant difference existed between (SSR) and 
(NSSR) groups on each of the CRT and NDRT subtests an^ 
total scores; (b) No significant difference was found betsveen 
the means of each group's subtest scores in 39 out of 42 pos- 
sible comparisons. An exception to^the overall research hy- 
pothesis was noted when the group mean comparison of the low 
achiever, NSSR group, surpassed the SSI^ experimental group 
on the NDRT tolaL The other t^vo exceptions were misleading^ . 
since they actually reflected cells with no variance. Although 
: the specif ic treatments of SSR and control appeared to pro- ^ 
duce no significant effect when posttest scores were coijaidered, 
the reading skill development course^itself seemed to reflect 
a pattern of significant gains throughout the quarter. In re- 
g*ird to Ha, SSR sludents reflected more positive stems on the 
SDSCI than did students in the control group as shown by a 
higher mean score of positive attitudes toward the program. 
Improvement of Study, Correlation analysis, however, indi- 
cated significance for the NSSR group mth four semantic 
differential stems (mysolf, mysblf to be in college ne:4t se- 
mester, like myself to be, anC^Aen I am writing) and none for^ 
the SSR group total scores when they were correlated witli the 
eight semantic diffirential variables and the CRT and 
subslcilis scores, 



CohcluiiQnp ' / 

None of the 3 hypothesjes was totally accepted. However^ 
combined trtatmerit and control morm indicated Signific-a^ 
gain for the quarter, .. r 



Jle analysis of the data indicated 'no trGatment differ- 
ences between NSSR'and SSR froupSi subjective expressions 
froni student evaluations indicated extreniely posJtivi affectivt 
cha|Age toward reading. A question still remains concerning 
the measurement of. the reading process and the effect that 
SSR would have on an adequately measuiied process. 



THE IMPmCATlONS OF STUDENT LEARNING STVLES FOR 
^PRESCHlBilsrG READING SKILL DEVELOPMENT STRATfi- 
^GIES FOR COMIVIUNITY COLLEGE STUDENTS ' , ■ ' 

ROBERTSOM, Piedad F.^, Ed.D. 
Florida Atlantic Univeraityj 1977 

Major Adviser: Dr, Joe Cook \ 

This study established the effectiveness of matching pre^ 
scriptions in an individuaWEed reading program to the learning 
styles of students at the Commurtity College level. The study 
was made at Miami-Dade Community Colleije (South) during y 
the Winter Terrri, 1977. Two questionnaires were administbrod 
to measure the experiniental and control group 1 students' pec- 
^ ception of the learning experience and to measure the experl-1 
mental and control group 1 instructors' perception of the. stu- 
dents. I 

ieveral hypotheses were tested." (1) Would the experimentoi 
group have significantly higher posttest scores than the control 
groups? (2) Would sex, age, and ethnicity siimficantlyanflu-J 
ence scores? (3) Would the attitude of the experimental groud 
toward the learning experience be significantly different from! 
the attitude of control group 1? Instructors' perceptions of / 
student progress in the experimental and control groflps wer# ^ 
examined but not included in a statistical analysis because ofl ^ 
the small number involved, I ^ 

The literature was reviewed before selecting a readmg tf st 
and a learning style measuring instrunient. Also examined j 
were other studies that established affiliation, modality andi 
content dimensions of a student^s processing system as imf^r- 
tant individual learning characteristics. 

The Nalson=D©nny Reading Test (1974) was eh5sen to m6a= 
sure the effectiveness^of the study in terms of pretest and post^ 
test scores. Students with a mean score of 47 or below were , 
assigned to Slock 1 and those above 47 were assigned to Block 
2. All diagnostic testing was done during the^first wqeks of 

the terrn. ,^ ^ i^ffAs 

, The Learning Style Inventory (Canfield & Lafferty, 1974) 
was selected to determine the students* learning styles, Stu- 
derits were selected for this study whose learniiig style was 
teaeher affiliation, with either an iconic or a listening mode 
of learning, and with preference for numeric, qualitative, 
inanimate or people content. Subjects were classifiid accord-^ 
irtff to si^ combinations of these styles.^ 



Students enrolled in the college Reading Laboratory were 
randomly asiigned .to the expirirnental group (113 studants) 
or to one. of three control groups (302 students). For students 
in the experimental group, learning styles as well as reading 
levels were matched to reading materials that had been p^^^ 
yiously classified according to modality and content, instruc- 
tors were informed of the stude^ styles and were a§M to 
establish a close -working relationship with the students inciu^^ 
ing frequent opportunities to discuss progress; select §m\0 
and give personal encouragement. Learning styles^of control; 
group 1 students, although known by the researcher, we^e not 
ehared with instructors, and, therefore, were not used in pr^^ 
scribing reading materials. Control groups ^and 3 were not' 
subjected to previously matched instructional strategy, 

The major findings of this study= showed the significant m^in' 
effect of blocking as well as the significant interaction eff^et 
of blocking and matching of modality and content prefef^nca to ^ 
materials. * SeK was found not to have a significant InAuenofi 
ori the scores of the students. On the other hand, the effect of 
ethnicity, as well as age, was sip^ificant' in some instanaes. 
The experimental students' fesponded more positively to their , 
learning experience, as reported in the student questionnaire? 
than did control group 1 students. Instructors of the ejcperimen- 
tal students were positive about their students' progrea^ bat 
reported a need for more, materials in their responses to the 
instructor questionnaire. ^ a 

It was concluded that the tests selected were valid and f^" 
liable for this study. The results obtained by the exp^riinentai 
grttup students showed that matching produced higher meana 
in posttest scores. The sex and age factors did^not influanee 
the students^ final scores to the degree that the ethnie f^tPr 

^'^\t was recommended that further similar research bad^ne 
'in the matching of student learning Style andTeadmg n^^^- 
-. Order. No, 77-28,784, 349 pWi> 



THE TWO-YEAR dOLLEGE READING PHOGBAM: A 
TIONALE, A REVIEW, AND A PROGRAM DESIGM 

' Order to. 7807381 

SCOTT, Neil Anderson, Ph.D, The University of Texas at 
Austia^ 180pp. Supervisor' Charles I^. Winti Jr- 

^Thls study had three objectives: (1) To establish the ra|jo^ 
nale that due to excessive heterogeneity in the two-year ooU^g^ 
student body, instructional needs of students are dlv^irae md 
uniquej necessitating specially -designed reading prpgrams/ 
(2) To identify common elements in currint twQ-yea4f collega 
reading grogrAms, and (3) To supply guidelines for desi&nint 
and operating a two-year college reading program^ ' 

In compliance with the first of these objeetivis, a neecja a^- 
gessment study'traced the origin and development of the tV'o" , 
year college to examine the nature and educational goals of t^o- 
year college students today. 

To comply with the second objective, k review of current 
trends and practices in two '^y car college reading instruction 
establishes that certain commor^ characteristics exist In two- 
year* college reading programs* The review treated objeotly^^ 
and course descripfeions, tnaterials, teaching personnel^ pfO' 
grani evaluation, and instruction*; 

In achieving the third objectiyij the writer prgaents a pfPto- 
type for a college reading program design which inclu'de^a guidi- 
ifnes for the development and operation pf a prograni freni its 
inception* Features of the design include preliininary proce-^ 
dures, prolgrajn planning, purchasing, ^hysical^layout, Sfld Im- 
plementation and ev^uation of tke progrdmt The design Is 
on an actu^ two-year college reading profram. 

The study concludes with a discussion of benefitg of a two- 
year college reading program such as the one designed here* 
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f Ht* ^FfgCT OP 'QUESTrONING STRATEGIIIS ON DRAWING 
tf^fte^HOES READmG Order No. 7808492 ; . 

ChaUtwifl' Josipblne P. Ives 

V ' ■ ' ^ ■ ' ' . I. 

I'll© tiPst hypQihisLs predicted that there woul4 be both, main 
#tiMs hin an Intipactloii effect for methods of instruction 
l^V^f^f vocabulaiy knowledge In the abiUtj to make inferences 
in reading A two-way analysis of/variance was calculated with 
gWijp atid' vocabulary as the independarnt variables, 'and the 
0fyO^a ok the Eeadmg for Understandini Test as the dependent ^ 
V^rUble. The hypothesis was only partiaUy cohflrmed. The F 
mi^s Wr the main effects were significatit, but the F ratio to 
^^#t t^e interaetlon wtfs not significant. 

^ %BxM ac^multiple contrasts between the groups, using 
Stlifefte'^s teBi the regressed dlffer^ce score as the depen- 
d^nh VflMable, w^* computed to test hypotheses 2; 3, 4, and 5. 
'Tht ageond hypothesLs, which. predicted that the treatment* 
iwMpB considered as a whole would be more successful in their 
^biUt^? tg rpaKe inferences in reading than the control group, 
waa e^nfirmed. The third hypothesis, which predicted that 
^ue^tbi\^ based on convergent production would produce more 
luc^egs in the ibilJy to make inferences , in readii^g than ques- 
tXonB based on evaluation, was confirmed, The fourth hypothec 

^hle^ predicted that questions based on convergent produc- 
jioa'N^Quld produce more iuceess In the ability to m^e 
M^t^meB in heading than Questions based on.divergent produce 
tiot vaa confirmed. The fifth hj^othesls, which predictedittie 
questim^ baged on evaluation would produce more success in^ 
th^libiUty to m^e infereitces in reading than questions based 
^^n yiVat'gent production, was rejected, ^ ! ^ ^ 

" the piifpose of this study was to Inveitlgate the effect of 
diff^^eat kmds of v/ritten questions, used to stimulate specific 
fciW ot inferentia4 thinking, on Inferential comprehension m 
r^adiiii the study was. coAduqted at York College, City Urn- ^ 
V6^gity of New YorkV^usini entering 'cbllege freshmen who were 
PtH^mme^ for a basic reading skills course as participantB. 
n^e hypotheses were tested to determine the effect of different 
Htn^s or written questions 6n Inferential comprehension in read^ 

Vuim duiUord'a theory. of the Structure of Intellect, three 
t:reatttiM groups were formed to correspond to three of Guil- ^ 
^ ford's Qperatiorts convertient prdductipn, evaluation, fid 
've^pnt^productlon, The 183 participants were randomly as- 
•aig^fed to the fhree treatment groups and the control grou^. 
Sei^^bMe sets of cluestions were written for^each treatment 
4-r^U|5 The questldns for the convergent production group were 
^truetured s© that thinking was directed toward the generation 

ms^H "The questions for the evaluation group w^e 
^itKjetUred to encourage the making of a decision by checking 

'the tkcis to delermine the best conclusion from a group of alter- 
V aatiif^s^ I'he cjuesttons'fbr the divergent production group were 
|tr\ictusid to allow for the generation of a variety .of resppnses, 

rnaterialSyWoro self-instnictional accompanied by prepared 
an^V/^f sheets with no te4c5ifex Into rveht ion. The control gipup 

Kiven exercises reqatcd m the identification of topics; no 
W^f^nceg were involved in tHe^ exercise 

3hB^d on the findings, i'the following cdnclusions were drawn: 
(l) P^^dinf for inferences Is a teachable and a measurable ekliU 
' (2) \^ord knov/ledge doe's not appear to interact with methods of 
ijiBtAietiOn. .(3) Questions can^strucUire the learning situation 
^i^^guida stLjdenis to make the corjoct responses in making in- 
f^r^nces in reading. ,(4) A structured atep-by-^ step procidure 
^€^iJ^s to produce success in making iiuerences in reading, 
(5) SfeU^iiistTUctional materials oah bo effective In teachlni the 
m^ihg of inference^ in r^adlrfg when the Instructions are ex- 
^iitit ftftd feed'baW is adequate. ^ 
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